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A 43-YEAR-OLD SCALLOP FISHERMAN FROM

Massachusetts had left arm swelling and
blisters. Two days before admission, he
had cut his hand while scalloping; then
he had cleansed it with the stagnant sea-

water in which he stored his scalloping knives. The fol-
lowing day, his left arm became edematous, erythema-
tous, and painful, and he was admitted to an outside
hospital. Despite treatment with broad-spectrum intra-
venous antibiotics and topical silver sulfasalazine, the
erythema progressed and bullae developed. He was

transferred to our hospital, where his physical examina-
tion results were remarkable for left-arm edema and ery-
thema from the wrist to the shoulder, associated with mul-
tiple large, tense bullae primarily on the forearm
(Figure 1). He also had a small superficial laceration at
the base of his left thumb (Figure 2). Passive range of
motion revealed no pain. Laboratory findings were sig-
nificant for a white blood cell count of 5800 cells/mm3

without left shift.

What Is the Diagnosis?

A. Staphylococcal scalded skin syndrome
B. Necrotizing fasciitis
C. Vibrio cellulitis
D. Frostbite injury
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